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between hills. The Mettur Dam on the Cauvery river in Madras is

nearly a inilc long and over 200 feet high, and the reservoir
formed by it covers aii area of nearly 60 square miles. Then there
are thousands of village 'tanks', reservoirs which may irrigate
only a few acres. Altogether over 50 million acres of land are
under irrigation, about 20 million acres from "tanks" and wells.
And 30 million acres from canals. The cost of the more elaborate
schemes has amounted to over 100 million pounds, but the value
of die crops raised is estimated at about 70 million pounds each

These large-scale irrigation projects are a triumph of engin-
eering skill. Either in conjunction with them, or independently,

a number of hydro-electric schemes have been developed which
provide power for pumping from tube wells, for electric lighting,
and for industry. Access to cheap electric power is expected to
prove a major factor in India's industrial expansion. Indeed it
has been suggested that her economic welfare in the future will
largely depend on the proper use of her great water-power. Its
wise distribution would make possible the dispersion of industrial
centres and an immense development of small-scale village
industry* bringing with it the prospect of a rise in the standard
of living for great masses of the people.